
BCMS Brag Board 

June 3, 2016 

 

Branchburg Central Middle 

School Art Teacher, Randy 

Kupcha, Named NJ Art Teacher 

of the Year 

 

Randy John Kupcha, long-time Art 

teacher at Branchburg Central Middle 

School, selected as 2016 Art Teacher of 

the Year by the State Teen Arts 

Festival. The official announcement was 

made at a reception and grand opening 

of the Festival on Tuesday, May 31 for 

VIPs and invited guests. The Teen Arts 

Festival will be open at Ocean 

Community College June 1, 2, and 3. 

The Arts Educator of the Year Award 

will be given to a NJ Arts Educator 

whose work and dedication to arts 

education has transformed a NJ school 

or NJ School District. All NJ Arts 

Educators, working in any art form, are 

eligible for the award. The award carries 

a cash stipend of $1,500 and will be  

awarded at the NJ State Teen Arts 

Festival in June, 2016. Nominations can 

be made by school principals or arts 

supervisors.  

You don’t even have to enter BCMS to 

see and feel Mr. Kupcha’s impact on the 

school.  Visitors to our school are 

greeted by a 100 foot mural on the front 

of the building inspired by Keith Haring’s 

work that he designed with students and 

supervised its creation.   

 

In December 2015, another group of 

students designed and constructed a 60 

foot long bamboo and copper sculpture 

in one of the school’s courtyards that 

adds visual and audio art to the 

school.   For over 40 years, Mr. Kupcha 

has been an outstanding art teacher in 

the Branchburg community. He has 

been successful in encouraging, guiding 

and supporting our students to embrace 

a love of art and to be recognized for 

their successes in the field not only 

while in his classroom, but long after in 

the community and world of art.  



Culture Club Makes Blankets 

 

Culture Club students met with Mrs. 

Ileen Bradley to give her the blankets 

that they made for children in the 

hospital with pediatric brain cancer. Mrs. 

Bradley was very touched by the 

thoughtfulness of the group and said 

that it is not only the physical warmth of 

the blanket but the comfort that it brings 

the children that are going through this 

tough time in the hospital. We were very 

happy to be a part of helping to bring a 

smile to their faces.   

4th Annual GATE Date 

Students who participate in the GATE 

program from across the district met 

up on Thursday for the 4th annual 

GATE DATE. Eighth grade students 

designed and ran the Mission Ping-

Possible challenge for first thru seventh 

graders. Studentslearned about simple 

machines and how to combine them 

before they  created a massive chain 

reaction for their ping-pong balls around 

the entire gym. Each group also created 

a back story and mission for their ping 

pong ball that they explained before 

they started their machine. Eighth grade 

students trained, supervised and 

awarded best in machine category 

awards as well as creativity awards as a 

culminating activity of their leadership 

study. 

 



8th Grade Band Hosted 5th Grade 

Band Rehearsal at BCMS 

On Tuesday, May 31st, the 8th Grade 

Band at BCMS hosted Stony Brook's 5th 

Grade Band in a combined 

rehearsal.  The purpose of this event 

was to familiarize 5th grade students 

with a typical band rehearsal at BCMS, 

and show them what opportunities are 

available at the middle school.  Fifth 

grade students were introduced to new 

instruments that can be chosen in 

middle school (as demonstrated by 8th 

graders), sat side-by-side with 8th 

graders and learned a new piece 

together, followed along as the 8th 

Grade Band performed one of their 

concert pieces, and had a lengthy 

question and answer session about the 

music program at BCMS.  Eighth grade 

band members enjoyed mentoring and 

assisting the younger counterparts in 

their sections, and have been looking 

forward to this opportunity since they 

were in the 5th graders' shoes!  Huge 

thank yous to administration for allowing 

opportunities like this to be 

possible!  We're already excited for this 

experience again with next year's 5th 

and 8th grade band members! 


